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JOHN LANGOULANT, AO — AGENT GENERAL, UNITED KINGDOM–EUROPE 
Statement by Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade) [12.33 pm]: It is with great 
pleasure that I stand today to inform the house of the appointment of Mr John Langoulant, AO, as the new Agent General 
of Western Australia in the United Kingdom–Europe region. The Agent General leads Western Australia’s investment 
and trade office in London, which covers the United Kingdom–European region. The London office is part of 
Invest and Trade WA, which was launched by the government in July 2019 to support a refreshed and comprehensive 
approach to attracting investment and growing trade for the state. Western Australia has had official representation 
in London since 1892 and, as Agent General, Mr Langoulant will play an important investment attraction, trade 
promotion and state representation role for the state within the United Kingdom and European markets. 
Western Australia has strong relationships with the United Kingdom and the European Union, underpinned by 
substantial trade and investment links. In 2020, the United Kingdom was Western Australia’s third largest market 
for export goods, accounting for 6.5 per cent of the state’s goods exports. The European Union presents a range of 
opportunities for the state’s diversification agenda, including strategic investment and trade relationships in our 
battery, critical minerals and hydrogen industries. 
Negotiations for the Australia–United Kingdom Free Trade Agreement and Australia–European Union Free Trade 
Agreement are currently underway and are scheduled to conclude at the end of this year. These agreements will 
impact the state’s investment and trade activities within both markets. The government is actively working with the 
Australian government to maximise investment and trade opportunities for WA under these agreements. Brexit has 
created a changed geopolitical dynamic that requires considered navigation to ensure Western Australia’s economic 
diversification, and investment attraction interests in these markets are best promoted. 
With Mr Langoulant’s diverse experience across government, industry and the private sector and his extensive 
knowledge of the Western Australian economy and industry, he is an outstanding choice for Agent General. As 
Western Australia’s Under Treasurer from 1995 to 2004, Mr Langoulant was instrumental in restoring the state’s 
AAA credit rating. In 2010, he was awarded an officer in the general division of the Order of Australia and was 
the Western Australian Citizen of the Year for Business in 2011. Most recently, Mr Langoulant has been the board 
chair for a number of high-profile organisations, including Infrastructure WA, the Pawsey Supercomputing Centre, 
the Rottnest Island Authority, the Government Employees Superannuation Board and Amana Living Inc. 
Mr Langoulant will start in the position on 18 October 2021 and has been appointed for a three-year term. He will 
undertake a period of induction before being deployed to the state’s investment and trade office in London. As 
Agent General, he will work closely with the investment and trade commissioners for the Association of South-East 
Asian Nations, China, India–Gulf and North East Asia to attract investment and grow trade as part of the state’s focus 
on diversifying the economy.  
I know Mr Langoulant will well represent Western Australia’s interests overseas as we navigate an ever-changing 
and fraught geopolitical environment. 
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